	Citizens Advice South Lakeland
	[image: image1.png]citizens
advice
bureau





	Press Release
	

	Date: 18/10/07
	


	For further information please contact
	

	Sandra Whittaker 01229 585635
	Friends of CASL Development worker

	Jez Such 01539 728892
	General Manager


Local CAB Finding Friends in the Business Community
A “significant and very helpful” donation from a local company has rounded off a great start to a local citizens Advice Bureau’s fundraising initiative - the “Friends of CASL”.

Citizens Advice South Lakeland has found its finances increasingly stretched over recent years, but the Friends of CASL is an innovative move to shore-up its financial position and avert the danger of cuts in services to the public. 

The idea is to get local people  - and most significantly local businesses – to sign up as a Friend of the bureau and make a regular donation that will help put the charity on a firmer footing. Things got off to a good start when GlaxoSmithKline in Ulverston donated £100 towards the cost of the Friends official launch, and since then support has come from Furness Building Society, HSP Milners, and Barrow RFC – but now things have taken a real jump forward with the biggest helping hand so far coming from Lakeland Ltd of Kendal & Windermere providing a donation of £3,500 for each of the next 3 years.

“This is great news for the bureau – and for those in our local community who rely upon the bureau’s free advice and support, - and it shows that local firms are often keen to help the community they are part of.” said Friends worker Sandra Whittaker. 

Certainly this support flies in the face of the stereo-type of “hard-nosed” commerce unwilling to think of anything but the next £1 of profit and proves the opposite - that businesses can and regularly do play a real part in the life of their community. 

Now the bureau is hoping that more local businesses will want to become a Friend.

“The Friends has made a good start, but we know that with further support from the business community it can do much more – and to be honest after years of funding cuts we need all the Friends we can get if our services are to survive”, said Ms Whittaker. 

“The support given so far is fabulous and Lakeland Ltd’s generous donation is a great help, but even this only begins to address what is needed to protect our services – to keep helping our clients we need more businesses to lend a hand. There are a range of options for becoming a Friend of CASL for both businesses and individuals, and the level of support is of course for them to choose.” 

And based on the track record so far there seems every hope that Sandra and her team of volunteers will find many more local businesses wanting to do exactly that.

If you or your business are interested in becoming a Friend of CASL  - or if you would like to volunteer to help the Friends group – contact Sandra Whittaker or Jeremy Such on 01539 728892 or 01229 585635 – or visit the bureau’s website www.cabsouthlakeland.org.uk.   
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